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1. Introduction
Thank you for entrusting Reparative Genealogy, LLC with your family's history. This proposal sets out what you have provided, the objective of the research, the plan we will follow to pursue it, the deliverables you can expect, and the cost of the initial engagement. When you are ready to proceed, your signature and payment (page 4) authorize the work to begin.
Your great-grandparents, Fortune Stewart and Rebecca Payne, are the focus of this study. They are, in your own words, the family's “beginning” — the point beyond which the family currently knows nothing of its ancestors. The purpose of this engagement is to press beyond that wall and recover earlier and fuller documentation of their lives and origins.
2. Materials you have provided
This research builds on a substantial body of work you have already assembled. You have provided three things, which form the agreed factual starting point:
A. Your family blog. “In Search of Rebecca and Fortune” (“The Stewarts of Williamsport”) is a multi-year compilation of family oral tradition, personal memoir, your own record research, and sixty-one photographs and images. It documents Fortune and Rebecca, their sixteen children who reached adulthood, and four generations of descendants across Williamsport, Parkersburg, Belpre, Piedmont, Clarksburg, and beyond.
B. Your Ancestry.com family tree. The online tree holding the compiled lineage: names, dates, and relationships of Fortune and Rebecca and their descendants.
C. 23andMe DNA results. Autosomal DNA for you, and for your brother Wayne. Because Wayne descends from Fortune through an unbroken father-to-son line (Fortune → Homer → Brownley → Wayne), his paternal (Y-DNA) haplogroup is Fortune's own; 23andMe reports it as E-M132. Your own autosomal results cover all your ancestral lines.
What the blog establishes for us:
1. Fortune Stewart, a freedman (died August 1, 1888), and Rebecca Payne (born about November 1829; died July 4, 1910), of Williamsport, Grant County, West Virginia, married about the end of the Civil War.
1. They raised sixteen children, including five daughters who married five Hilliard brothers; the family's oral tradition holds that Rebecca's first children were born in slavery.
1. Oral tradition that Fortune may have been Caribbean-born (he is remembered as speaking French and/or Spanish and keeping foreign coins), and that Rebecca was enslaved on the “Cunningham Place” in the Trough area of Old Fields.
1. A photograph of Rebecca Payne Stewart survives among your images; portraits of the children and later generations are preserved as well.
3. Research objective
Consistent with your wish to learn more about your great-grandparents, the objective of this engagement is:
To recover earlier documented information about the lives, families, and origins of Fortune Stewart and Rebecca Payne, including, so far as the records and DNA allow, the identity of the people and places to which they were connected before and during slavery, and a test of the family tradition that Fortune's origins lay in the Caribbean.
Several specific questions arise directly from your blog. Resolving them will guide the work:
1. The surname “Ford” attached to Rebecca's four eldest daughters (born about 1848–1852): who was the Ford connected to this family, and does the name point to where Rebecca and her first children were enslaved?
1. The name “James Williams,” recorded as the father of daughter Jane, who was he, and how does he relate to the family?
1. The “Cunningham Place” in the Trough at Old Fields: which Cunningham household enslaved Rebecca, and what records survive of it?
1. Fortune's origins: can any record corroborate the family tradition of a Caribbean birthplace, rather than the “Virginia” recorded in later documents?
1. The birth years of both Fortune (given as about 1808 or about 1815) and Rebecca (given as 1829 or 1838): which are correct?
1. When and where did Fortune and Rebecca formally marry, and what became of daughters Belle and Annie, whose later lives are unknown?
4. Historical and jurisdictional context (research parameters)
Finding earlier records in this region requires understanding how its boundaries and record-keeping changed — changes driven by the Civil War itself. These parameters shape where we will search.
West Virginia's separation from Virginia.
The counties that became West Virginia refused to follow Virginia into the Confederacy, and West Virginia was admitted as a separate state on June 20, 1863. As a result, the same locality is recorded as “Virginia” before mid-1863 and “West Virginia” afterward. Records of your family and of the households that held them in slavery may therefore appear under either state name, depending on the year (a distinction we will track carefully.)
Hardy County, Grant County, and when local record-keeping begins.
Williamsport lies in Grant County and borders Virginia. As your literature notes, Grant County was created from Hardy County on February 14, 1866, with its county seat at Petersburg; the new county's records — birth, marriage, death, court, land, and probate- begin in 1866, and the first federal census taken for it is 1870. There are no known courthouse disasters, so these records survive. This 1866 threshold is important: documentation of your family after 1866 is found in Grant County, but anything earlier, including the entire slavery era, must be sought in the parent county, Hardy (and, before 1863, in “Hardy County, Virginia”). Hardy County itself is long-established, so its earlier records are searchable.
Counties to be searched.
Because of these boundary changes and because Williamsport sits on the state line, the research will not be confined to Grant County. It will extend to Grant and the surrounding and parent counties: Hardy, Hampshire, Mineral, Pendleton, and Tucker, and, since enslaving families and enslaved people moved freely across the line, to the adjacent Virginia counties as well (including Shenandoah, Rockingham, Page, and Frederick). We will treat the pre-1863 “Virginia” and post-1863 “West Virginia” records of the same area as a single continuous field of search.
5. Research plan
The initial engagement will proceed along two complementary tracks — documentary research and DNA analysis, both aimed squarely at the origins of Fortune and Rebecca.
Track A: Documentary research.
1. Establish the family firmly in the post-1866 Grant County records and work backward into Hardy County (Virginia/West Virginia) for the slavery era, following the surname and place clues from your blog (Ford, Williams, Cunningham; Old Fields, the Trough).
1. Search the records that most often break the 1865 wall for formerly enslaved families: the 1866 register of recognized marriages of formerly enslaved people, Freedmen's Bureau records for the region, pre-1865 slave schedules (1850 and 1860), and the deeds, wills, and estate settlements of the neighboring enslaving households named or implied by the clues above.
1. Reconcile the conflicting dates and details in the family record (birth years for Fortune and Rebecca; the fate of daughters Belle and Annie; the two “Ambrose Kent” marriages) against original documents.
1. Test the Caribbean-origin tradition against any surviving documentary evidence of Fortune's birthplace and arrival.
Track B: DNA analysis (autosomal matches at 23andMe and Ancestry.com).
A dedicated analysis of your autosomal DNA matches on both 23andMe and Ancestry.com will be performed to identify the origins of Fortune and Rebecca. This work will:
1. Organize your (and Wayne's) matches into genetic clusters and identify the shared surnames, locations, and ancestral lines each cluster represents, separating your paternal (Stewart/Fortune) side from your maternal side and from Rebecca's line.
1. Use those clusters to point toward the families and places connected to Fortune and Rebecca before emancipation, including matches that may descend from the same enslaving households, and to weigh the Caribbean-origin tradition against the geographic pattern of your matches.
1. Coordinate the autosomal findings with Wayne's paternal (Y-DNA) line so that the documentary and genetic evidence are read together toward a single conclusion about origins.
6. Deliverables
At the close of the initial engagement, you will receive:
1. A written research report summarizing the findings, the records searched, and the conclusions (and remaining questions) regarding the origins of Fortune and Rebecca.
1. A dedicated analysis of your autosomal DNA matches at 23andMe and Ancestry.com, with the clusters and lines identified and their bearing on the origins of Fortune and Rebecca explained.
1. Copies or citations for the key records located, and recommendations for any further research beyond the initial engagement.
7. Scope, hours, and fee
The initial engagement is a defined block of ten (10) research hours, covering the documentary research, the DNA-match analysis, and the written deliverables described above. Should the research warrant work beyond this initial block, any additional hours will be discussed and agreed with you in advance before they are undertaken.
	Item
	Amount

	Initial engagement — 10 research hours (documentary research + autosomal DNA analysis + written report)
	$500.00

	Total due to begin work
	$500.00


8. Payment instructions
Payment of $500.00 secures the initial engagement and authorizes work to begin. Please remit as follows:
	Method
	Zelle

	Bank
	Chase Bank

	Pay to (account name)
	Reparative Genealogy, LLC

	Amount
	$500.00


Once payment is received and the acknowledgment below is signed, the research will commence.
9. Client acknowledgment and authorization
By signing below, I authorize Reparative Genealogy, LLC to undertake the research described in this proposal, and I confirm my agreement to the initial ten-hour engagement at the fee stated above.
_____________________________________________
Client signature — Donna Jerrie Stewart                         Date
_____________________________________________
For Reparative Genealogy, LLC                                        Date
Thank you for the opportunity to help recover your family's history.
